Sample Bequest Language 

The appropriate wording for making a gift depends on the type of gift, state law and the donor’s unique circumstances.  The following will provisions are examples of how a donor may designate a gift.  Advise donors to consult an attorney to be sure they have a properly drafted legal document.

Unrestricted General Legacy:

I give to ___(organization’s name)____, __________(city)_______, ______(state)__,
the sum of $_______________ for its general purposes.

Specific Legacy:

I give my ___(specific personal property item(s) and/or real property____ 

to ___(organization’s name)____, __________(city)_______, ______(state)__, for its general purposes.
Gift or Residuary Estate:

All the rest, residue and remainder of my estate, both real and personal, and wherever situated, I give, devise and bequeath to ___(organization’s name)____, ______(city)____________, ______(state)__, for its general purposes.

Gift for a Specific Purpose:

I give, devise and bequeath to ___(organization’s name)____, __________(city)_______, ______(state)__, the sum of (or property herein described), to be used for ____________.  At any time, however, in the event the original purpose of the gift no longer exists as determined by the board of directors, the board shall redirect the proceeds of this gift to another purpose as determined by the board.
